VOL 5, ISSUE #3 • 5/6/19
110/12/10/2015
HAPPY SPRING QUARTER!
Congratulations to all students who have secured an internship site for next year
while going through one of the most intensive quarters of the program. You worked
hard to get this far, keep up the good work!
Good luck to current interns who are in the process of applying and interviewing for
full-time positions.

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Monday, May
27th – Memorial
Day holiday
(University closed)

Saturday, June
15th – Graduation
Day!
Sunday, June
23rd – End of
Spring quarter

https://sites.google.com/a/lcps.k12.va.us/elizabeth-harris/
Questions, Comments, or Concerns about the Newsletter? Email aleta.wurfel@comcast.net

National Association of School Psychologists 2019 Annual Convention
Congratulations to everyone who presented at the 2019 National Association of School Psychologists
(NASP) Annual Convention in February. This year again we had a combination of both NLU faculty and
students who presented at the convention. Check out their presentations below!
NLU Student and Faculty Presenters

Aleta Wurfel and Jennifer Cooper, PhD –
Knowledge is power: Manualized treatment
options for adolescents with depression

Jennifer Cooper, PhD, Faith Miller, PhD, & Angela
Dugger – Fostering university-school partnerships to
reduce anxiety-related impairment among elementary
students

Peter Lenz, Ivelisse Negron, Christina Campbell, & Jennifer Cooper, PhD (Picture Not Available) –
Addressing the adolescent anxiety crisis: What should school psychologists know

2019 Trainers of School Psychologists Annual Conference
Jennifer Cooper, PhD, attended the February 2019 annual meeting of the Trainers of School
Psychologists in Atlanta, GA. She is pictured below presenting a poster at the conference.

Jennifer M. Cooper, Ph.D. and Mark R. Shinn, Ph.D. – Focusing on “Big Ideas” in school
psychology: Strategies to facilitate graduate student understanding
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Congratulations to Jennifer M. Cooper, Ph.D. for receiving the 2019 Trainers of School
Psychologists (TSP) Junior Faculty Award! Dr. Cooper was honored with this award during the TSP
luncheon in Atlanta, GA and received a $450 scholarship.

Illinois School Psychologist Association 2019 Annual Convention
Congratulations to those who presented at the 2019 Illinois School Psychologist Association (ISPA)
Annual Convention in February. See below for their presentation pictures. Thanks to all who came out to
show your support to fellow peers and faculty!

Ivelisse Negron, Christina Campbell, and
Jennifer Cooper, PhD (Picture Not Available) –
The role of school psychologists in creating
trauma-sensitive schools

Emilee Frost and Olivia Kirk –
Social Emotional Learning for the Visually
Impaired: An Adapted Curriculum Approach

American Psychological Association 2019 Annual Convention
APA will be holding their annual convention on August 8, 2019 through August 11, 2019 in Chicago, IL.
The APA annual convention is the world’s largest gathering of psychologists, psychology students, and
other mental and behavioral health professionals. For those interested in attending, make sure to register
online between April 15 and May 15 to receive the early bird rate. Congratulations to Jennifer M.
Cooper, Ph.D. for having four proposals accepted to present at the 2019 American Psychological
Association (APA) Annual Convention!
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Pitts, C., Fromm-Reed, S., Richardson, W., Kent, J., & Cooper, J. M. – Creating a Trauma-Informed
Institution Grounded in Feminist Principles
Cooper, J. M. & Wurfel, A. L. – Evaluating the impact of trauma training for preservice school
psychologists (Poster Presentation)
Cooper, J. M., Mayworm, A., Kim, E., & Abdou, A. – Surviving and thriving as an early career faculty
member (Symposium Presentation)
Hernandez Finch, M., Cooper, J. M., & Weber, M. – Training inclusive of social justice advocacy: School
psychology without borders (Symposium Presentation)

Welcome to Incoming Students!
Think back to one, two, or three years ago when you were an eager graduate school candidate.
Remember the long nights writing the perfect statement of purpose, apprehensively waiting for letter of
recommendations to be submitted on time, and the diligent email checking to hear from an NLU faculty
member that YOU were chosen to interview? Remember when a career in school psychology was being
one “you’ve been recommended for admission” away? Then, you FINALLY get that heart-skipping email
that you are invited to interview! You wake up early, break out your slacks and blazers, and rehearse your
pitch the entire way to campus - you are ready! You walk in, you are greeted by Mark, Jennifer, and Madi,
and from that point on - you officially begin one of the most challenging academic adventures of your life.
Fast forwarding to today- whether you are wrapping up the hecticness of “end of the year deadlines” at
internship, taking a breath of fresh air because you scored your top internship, or coping with the shock of
surviving a year of graduate school, I ask you to take a few minutes to reflect on how far you have come,
how much you have learned, and all you have experienced in practicum, classes, graduate
assistantships, trips to conferences, etc., that will remain with you throughout your career.
Congratulations!
With this being said, I’d like to inform you all of the upcoming interview day which will be held later in May.
On the previous interview day held in February, we met 16 candidates and discussed the program outline,
what a school psychologist is/does, and provided information on GA’s, practicum, and SPO. If anyone
(open to 1st, 2nd, 3rd year students) would like to attend the May interview day, please contact me
via email. We would love to have students attend who can answer questions and chat with students on a
student to student level.
Christina Campbell, Christinacampbs@gmail.com
Our 1st group of Fall 2019 cohort members… which will continue to expand!
Sergio Espana
Jantelle Horton
Tiana Ghazzali
Breanna Frayn
Regina Zimel
Samantha Blank
Qing Zhang
LaShonda Midgett
Christina Egan
Margaret LoBue
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2019-2020 Interns
The students listed below will begin the 2019-2020 school year working at the internship sites they
secured. The internship year is a school year long, five days-a-week, experience and the last stage of
student’s journey through the program. Next year’s internship sites represent a diverse range of settings,
and as in the past, some are out of state! Congrats to all of you for securing internship sites and good luck
next year!

Megan Occhino Niles West High School 219
Jenna Santacaterina Community High School District 218
Erin Gavin Addison District 4
Alyssa Brust Ottawa Elementary School District 141
Sarah Catalano Skokie/Morton Grove School District 69
Hannah Medow Anchorage School District AK-05
Alex Smith Saratoga Elementary Morris District 60
Sandra Aguirre Anchorage School District AK-05
Yolanda Saucedo Addison District 4
Greg Wilhelm Glenbrook North High School District 225
Kristin Skells St. Charles Community Unit School District 303
Megan Meredith Heartland AEA
Teriauna Bland Willowbrook High School District 88
Emma Gonet LEARN Charter Network
Lindsey Renfro Naperville
Mollie Brand Waukegan Community Unit School District 60
Ani Poladian Niles West High School District 219
Silky Ansari Special Education District of Lake County (SEDOL)
Jonathan Boyd Niles North High School District 219
Camille Page-Smith Anchorage School District AK-05

Spring 2019 Graduation
The NLU 2019 Commencement Ceremony will be held on Saturday, June 15th at the Arie Crown
Theatre in Chicago, IL and will consist of students graduating from the National College of Education
(NCE). Students who choose to participate should remember to order their cap and gown by May
24th. Commencement ticket information will not be released until after the first week of May. A list of
the graduation class of 2019 is shown below in addition to their secured school psychologist positions
for the 2019-20 school year. Good luck to everyone and congratulations!
Jackie Girgis Homer Glen School District 33C
Flora Gorman Arlington Heights School District 25
Rachel Katznelson Scottsdale Unified School District
Emilee Frost Huntley The School Association for Special Education in DuPage Country (SASED)
Aleta Wurfel Brookfield LaGrange Park School District 95
Patrick James Forest Ridge School District 142
Jenelle Story Valley View School District 365U
Mariya Todorova Chicago Public Schools
Tish Dunn Chicago Public Schools
Hilario Vega Chicago Public Schools
Erica Harrison Chicago Public Schools
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Evan Pavlik Dunlap School District 323
Angelica Kordecki TBD
Nicole Taylor Heartland Area Education Agency
Gloria Rodriguez The LaGrange Area Department of Special Education (LADSE)
Peter Lenz Chicago Public Schools

Faculty News
Monika Neale, Ed.D. and Jennifer Cooper, Ph.D. were participants in the ISPA Training the Trainers
Program held at LADSE in October 2017. Both professors completed the course and fulfilled the
requirements to become ISPA Supervisor Credential Trainers. They are now prepared to deliver the
training to help others in delivering clinical supervision consistent with contemporary best practices!
Drs. Cooper and Neale will be leading a training at NLU on May 9 & 10th with Ruth Shook-Orr to
approximately 15 practicing school psychologists and field-based supervisors.
Additionally, Dr. Cooper and Dr. Ross Pesce (Loyola Chicago University) trained approximately 15
current NLU interns and intern supervisors in NASP PREPaRE Workshop 2 on April 8th and 15th. This
training provides a specific examination of the school-based mental health professionals' roles and
responsibilities, with a special emphasis on crisis intervention and recovery. Thank you to Dr. Cooper and
Dr. Pesce for presenting and congratulations to those who completed the workshop!

Student News
Congratulations to Alyssa Brust, a second-year NLU school psychology student, who was honored
with the Diamond Award at the Diamond Lake District 76 Board meeting by the District’s
Superintendent. Our students are our best statement of quality!

NLU Course Updates
Students who plan to take SPY 506 Interventions in Schools with Multicultural Students this summer
should note that the course has been changed to an online format. Please be prepared for the 7/1
course start date and make sure to activate the course 10 days prior to the term start!
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SPO News
SPO is looking for you!
SPO is searching for a President for next year. We are looking for someone who is willing to facilitate
SPO meetings, help put together fundraisers for the cohorts, and work with faculty members to plan
events. As SPO president, you have a wonderful opportunity to use your skills to help other graduate
students network and plan for activities very similar to what you will be experiencing in your
internship. This is directed to our first and second year cohorts. Typically, a second year cohort
member will serve as President.
If you are interested in serving in a different position, please let me know as well. We have other
positions such as Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, NASP Delegate, ISPA Delegate, and
Cohort Representatives.
School Psychology Organization looks great on your resume, but also allows opportunities to meet
the other cohort members. We can all use study tips and help from each other.
If you are interested, please contact Emilee Huntley at frost.emilee@gmail.com

NLU Apparel
Are you interested in purchasing an NLU School Psychology t-shirt? There are currently 32 t-shirts for
sale for $20 each in a variety of sizes. Please contact Emilee Huntley at frost.emilee@gmail.com for
more details!

Find us on Social Media!
We are continuing in our efforts in making a professional connection between current students and
alumni. One method of attempting to accomplish this is with social media. A Facebook and Linkedin
page have been created for the program and we are asking all members and alumni to join.
It is a great opportunity to stay connected with what is currently happening within the program and the
field, and to have a good model of what life after graduation from the program looks like. Please
spread the word and share with any alumni that you may come across!
Like/Follow us on

here:

https://www.facebook.com/NLUschoolpsychology/
Connect with us on

here:

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8448300
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Looking for Alumni
The National Louis University School Psychology program is currently building its Alumni Database
and we need help getting into contact with many of our alumni! If you are in contact with any alumni
from the program, please pass this newsletter to them!
In creating the alumni database, we hope to create a greater community between program alumni,
current students, and faculty. This will allow for increased networking amongst alumni, current
students, and faculty; and create opportunities for a continued education!
If YOU are alumni from the National Louis University School Psychology Program, we encourage you
to get in contact with us in order to help us.
You may reach out to us by simply connecting with us through LinkedIn via our new page here:
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8448300
-OREmail Aleta Wurfel at aleta.wurfel@comcast.net with your preferred contact information, or if you
have any questions or concerns regarding this process.
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