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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES!
National Louis University held the 2017 Commencement Ceremony on Sunday
June 24th and many of our graduates attended! The commencement ceremony
was held at the Arie Crown Theater at the McCormick Place Convention Center
in Chicago, IL. The commencement ceremony consisted of students graduating
from the National College of Education (NCE). Mark Shinn, Ph.D. was the
faculty representative of the School Psychology program present at the
ceremony to congratulate the new graduates. Congratulations to all School
Psychology program students in attendance who received their Masters in
Education degree (M.Ed.) and those who received their Educational Specialist
degree (Ed.S.) and have successfully completed the program! Unfortunately,
not all students in attendance for the commencement ceremony were able to be
pictured.
Best of Luck to Graduation Class of 2017!
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2017 Graduates’ Next Chapter
Our internship students have finally completed their long journey through the school psychology
program and are ready to begin a new journey in their careers as School Psychologists! Our recent
graduates have secured school psychologist positions for the 2017-2018 school year and are listed
below. Best of luck to everyone and congratulations!
Sarah Adams Kinnikinnick School District 131, Stonecreek & Kinnikinnick Elementary; Roscoe, IL
Justyna Bartolik Wheaten School District 200, Carl Sandburg Elementary, Wheaten, IL
Nicki Giannelli Lake Forest 67, Sheridan Elementary; Lake Forest, IL
Ana Giese Waukegan School District, Waukegan, IL
Kenneth Gilroy Southern Will County Cooperative for Special Education / Troy School District 30-C,
Troy Shorewood & Troy Hofer Elementary Schools; Shorewood, IL
Nicole Joseph Anchorage School District, College Gate & Creekside Elem. School; Anchorage, AK
Freddy Lares Chicago International Charter Schools, CICS West Belden & CICS Prairie; Chicago, IL
Breanna McGuire Heading to California and on the hunt! (We wish you the best!)
Kristina Oprishchenko Lake Forest 67, Cherokee Elementary; Lake Forest, IL
Lianne Patterson Schaumburg CCSD 54, Lincoln Prairie School-K-8, Hoffman Estates, IL
Lawrence Rieger Joliet School District 86; Joliet, IL
Sanita Saengvilay North Dupage Special Education Cooperative (NDSEC); Roselle, IL
Christian Selagea Anchorage School District; Anchorage, AK
LaTeena Smith Chicago Public Schools
Veronica Spiratos East Maine School District 63 Nelson & Melzer Elementary School;Des Plaines,IL
Monica Vidal (Guio) Des Plaines CCSD 62, Orchard Place Elementary & Westerhold Early Learning
Center (PreK); Des Plaines, IL

2017-2018 Interns
The students listed below began the 2017-2018 school year working at the following internship sites.
This year’s internship sites represent a diverse range of settings, and as in the past, some are out of
state! Congrats to all of you for securing internship sites and good luck this year!
Maria Appleton Arlington Heights School District 25, Ivy Hill Elementary; Arlington Heights, IL
Lauren Buck Township High School District 86, Hinsdale South High School; Hinsdale, IL
Megan Clancy NSSEO, Timber Ridge Middle School; Arlington Heights, IL
Chris Colson High School District 88, Willowbrook High School; Willowbrook, IL
Kathleen Cummings Mississippi Bend AEA; Bettendorf, Iowa
Amanda Czerniuk Sunset Ridge District 29, Sunset Ridge Elem; Northfield, IL
Angie Dugger Heartland AEA; Des Moines, Iowa
Marissa Fang Lisle District 202; Lisle, IL
Jackie Girgis Indian Prairie District 204; Aurora, IL
Amanda Guereca Hinsdale District 86; Hinsdale, IL
Julia Kane Evanston Township High School, Evanston District 202; Evanston, IL
Judy Landess Austin, Texas
Anastasia Papas Township High School District 113, Highland Park High School; Highland Park, IL
Mayra Saucedo Palatine Community Consolidated School District 15; Palatine, IL
Shayla Strobel Milwaukee Public Schools; Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Mike Wierman Lincoln Public Schools; Lincoln, Nebraska
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Action Research Symposium
On Tuesday, June 6th, the National Louis University School Psychology program hosted the annual
Action Research Symposium. Over the course of the school year, students complete research
projects that they designed within their practicum or internship sites. The Action Research
Symposium provides Practicum II and Intern students the opportunity to present their research and
findings in front of their peers and faculty. Students are also encouraged to submit their research as
proposals to NASP. The symposium was open to everyone within the School Psychology program
and invites were extended to other members of the National Louis family. Thank you to all the faculty
and students that contributed and attended!

NLU NASP Presenters
Congratulations to everyone who has had their proposals accepted to present at the 2018 National
Association of School Psychologists (NASP) Annual Convention in February! This year again,
there will be a combination of both NLU faculty and students who will be presenting at the convention.
Additional information on the dates and times of presentations will be provided in the next newsletter,
as that information becomes available.
Students
Amanda Czerniuk - Co-Teaching as a Model to Improve Inclusion and Student Progress
(Poster Presentation)
Marissa Fang - Development of the Brief Illinois Teacher Social Emotional Competence Checklist
(Paper Presentation)
Mariya Todorova - The use of the Pedagogical Story to Address an Emotional Need
(Poster Presentation)
Aleta Wurfel - The Impact of STEM Class on Girls' Science Interest (Poster Presentation)
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Faculty
Jennifer Cooper, Ph.D., Meredith Weber, Ph.D., and Maria Finch, Ph.D. - Supporting Culturally
and Linguistically Diverse Students in Challenging Times (Practitioner Conversation)
Monika Neale, Ph.D., Emilee Frost, and Evan Pavlik - CBT and Mental Health: One Size Does Not
Fit All (Paper Presentation)
Monika Neale, Ph.D., Emilee Frost, and Evan Pavlik - Integrating School-Based Mental Health
Services and Psychopharmacology (Paper Presentation)

Meet the Incoming Students
Get to know our new students through their pictures and biographies below! Special thanks to all who
were able to contribute and share with us a little bit about themselves.

Alyssa Brust
My name is Alyssa Brust and I am 23 years old. I attended Western
Illinois University and received my Bachelor’s degree in Psychology
with a minor in Law Enforcement in 2016. Currently, I work at
Diamond Lake Elementary school as a Learning Associate and have
had the opportunity to work with children, which is one of my biggest
passions. In my free time I enjoy doing anything outdoors, especially
fishing. I also love to listen to live music with friends and family. I am
currently completing my practicum in District 76 at Diamond Lake
with Jennifer Hoy. I look forward to everything I am going to learn!

Megan Meredith
My name is Megan Meredith and I’m 28 years old. I graduated from
DePaul University in 2011 with a degree in Elementary Education, and
spent four years teaching in a Chicago Public Schools elementary
school. I am currently the Program Leader for Have Dreams Academy,
a workforce-training program for adults with autism, at a local
organization in Evanston called Have Dreams. I am excited to take my
career in the direction of School Psychology and learn how to best
support students, families, and other education professionals. I am
looking forward to being back in the schools through my practicum in
Skokie School District 68.
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Kristin (Skells) Houlahan
My name is Kristin (Skells) Houlahan and I am a first year student
in the School Psychology program at NLU. I completed my
Bachelor’s degree in Psychology at Marquette University and my
Master’s degree in Educational Psychology at Northern Illinois
University. My background is in educational research and data
analysis and I currently work in Assessment in St. Charles CUSD
303. I will be completing my first year practicum at Fox Ridge
Elementary School and Norton Creek Elementary School in St.
Charles, Illinois.

Ani Poladian
Ani is from Lincolnwood but currently lives in Glenview. Ani received her
MA in Clinical Psychology from Indiana University in October 2016 and
graduated from Northwestern University with a BA in Psychology and
Gender Studies and a minor in Theatre in June 2014. At IU, her research
focused on the impact of parental separation and divorce on child health
and well-being. She has written textbook chapters and her work has been
published in scientific journals. Ani is looking forward to getting involved at
her practicum site: Pleasant Ridge School in Glenview.

Lindsey Renfro
My name is Lindsey Renfro and I am currently working as a Service
Coordinator for the Early Intervention program for the state of Illinois. It
is a birth to three program that helps children with disabilities. Before
that, I worked as a paraprofessional in a high school classroom at a
private special education school in Wheaton. While I love what I do, I
am excited to embark on this new journey. I am ready for a career
change and I am eager to learn more about the field of School
Psychology and take on a different role in a school setting. My
Practicum 1 site is Hinsdale Central High School.
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Sarah Catalano
Hello, my name is Sarah Catalano. I am 26 years old and currently live
in Park Ridge. This is my first year at National Louis University and I
am excited to be part of the School Psychology Program at NLU. I
received my Bachelor’s in Special Education at Northeastern Illinois
University and have worked as a special education teacher for the past
three years. I enjoy traveling, reading, and spending time with family
and friends in my spare time. My first year practicum site is Madison
Elementary School in Skokie. I look forward to gaining knowledge and
experience essential for my future career as a school psychologist!

Julie Lalowski
My name is Julie Lalowski. I went back to school later in life. I was 45
when I began working on my Bachelor’s degree but I believe it is never
too late to get an education. I finished my degree from National Louis
University in December 2015 with a degree in Applied Behavioral
Science. I am now continuing on to get my School Psychology degree
and am working on getting a practicum site in Plainfield, where I live. I
currently work at Chicago Computers in Naperville, have a pet sitting
business, and occasionally substitute teach. I am looking forward to my
new endeavor.

Jenna Santacaterina
My name is Jenna Santacaterina and I am from South Holland, Il. I am
a first year student in NLU's School Psychology Program. I attended
Eastern Illinois University, where I graduated with a Bachelor's Degree
in Psychology in 2016. I have previously worked at a daycare for the
past 5 years, which sparked my interest in School Psychology. In my
free time I am usually hanging out with my two nephews or teaching
colorguard. My current practicum site is Matthew Gallistel Language
Academy on the south side of Chicago. Looking forward to the next
few years in NLU's program!
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Morgan Galvin
Hello! My name is Morgan Galvin and I am a first year graduate student
in National Louis University’s School Psychology program. I graduated in
2015 with a bachelor’s in Psychology from Lewis University in
Romeoville. Like most recently graduated Psych students I had no idea
what I wanted to do with my degree so I took a few years to “figure it out”.
I spent a few years as a paraprofessional in a special education
preschool and our School Psychologist was a god-sent to us and just like
a light-bulb it just clicked! This was what I wanted to do. My practicum
site will be in my hometown of Orland Park at Century Junior High.

Erin Gavin
Hello everyone, my name is Erin Gavin. I am 22 years old and just recently
graduated from Illinois State University with a degree in Social Work. When I
am not at NLU, you can find me at my day job as a paraprofessional for an
early childhood intervention program! I am super excited about starting my
first year at NLU as well as getting to do my practicum site at Old Orchard
Junior High. Some hobbies of mine include going on long runs, watching
movies, and hanging out with my 3 siblings. 

Tiffani Farrow
I am Tiffani Farrow. I’m excited to be a 1st year with the School
Psychology Program. I am entering the program with a 16-year career in
education primarily working with middle school students. I have degrees in
small business/entrepreneurship, elementary education and educational
administration and supervision. Currently, I teach 6th grade English
Language Arts and Social Students in Chicago. I will complete my year 1
practicum with district 299, CPS at Leif Ericson Scholastic Academy.

Additional Students Not Featured:
Mollie Brand
Alexandra Smith
Emma Gonet
Camille Page-Smith
Sandra Aguirre
Hannah Medow
Essence Oneal
Megan Occino
Valerie Nagel
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SPO News
Welcome back to a new year for SPO! We have many exciting opportunities this year we would like
you to take a part in. From packing food at a foodbank, to walking for a good cause, to supporting
fellow school psychology graduate students receive stipends for Professional Development!
Stay tuned for dates for upcoming meetings and fundraiser dates!
Please welcome your new board members: 1st Year Delegate- Camille Page-Smith, 2nd Year
Delegate- Nicole Taylor, 3rd Year delegate- Marissa Fang, Treasurer- Jenelle Story, NASP LeadersSandra Aguirre and Peter Lenz, and President- Emilee Huntley.
We are still looking for a Vice President and an ISPA Representative. If you are interested contact
Emilee at schoolpsychorg.nlu@gmail.com.
We also would like to extend our invites to meetings to everyone, even if you are not a board
member. A lot of our meetings are about creating social events to get to network and build
relationships with our fellow cohorts. We would like input from everyone who is excited about
meeting people, helping the community, and building that resume!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SPO was able to give back to School Psychology students last year by providing travel stipends to
students engaging in furthering their professional development. Thanks to all who worked hard to
make this happen. A big thank you to all who contributed by attending meetings, completing surveys,
and providing feedback to allow SPO to grow as a student organization.
NEWS FROM YOUR NASP DELEGATES
Hello from your NASP Delegates Peter and Sandra! Welcome to the start of the school year! NASP
stands for National Association of School Psychology. We are members of the School Psychology
Organization (SPO) and we will be sharing information with you on behalf of NASP to help us thrive in
our chosen profession throughout the year.
First of all, this is a big year for us! Why? Because the annual NASP conference is being held in
Chicago this year in February 2018! This gives us the opportunity to represent NLU in full force and
we hope to have all of our students attend the conference!
You may join or renew your NASP membership online here (hint to first years, you will be required to
do this for class!). Your membership offers you access to numerous resources. NASP also offers a
new Find a Mentor program to help members find support outside of their program as they transition
from student to practicing school psychologist.
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Consider writing an article for the NASP Communiqué! The Communiqué is a newsletter distributed
regularly to NASP members. Communiqué is seeking submissions for the monthly Student
Connections column. Columns are typically written by graduate students and are full-page articles
(approximately 1350–1400 words in length) that aim to keep NASP graduate student members
informed about current issues in the field. Topics often focus on culturally responsive practice,
success in graduate school, advocacy, and general practice issues. Those interested are encouraged
to email Sheila Desai (sdesai@naspweb.org) with a description of a proposed article that consists of
a draft title, subheadings to be covered, and a brief outline. Further details and summaries of previous
columns are available in a recent column, Seeking New Submissions for the Student Connections
Column.
School Psychology Awareness Week (SPAW) is around the corner. This year, SPAW is November
13th–17th, and the theme is “Power Up! Be a Positive Charge.” NASP will be hosting a Twitter chat
on effectively preparing to make the most of SPAW 2017. As you head back to your practicum and
internship sites, make sure to look at NASP’s back-to-school resources. Stay connected with NASP
all year long by following NASP on Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest, and share your photos on
Instagram using the hashtag #nasponline.
QUESTIONS COMMENTS OR CONCERNS FOR SPO?
Contact us at schoolpsychorg.nlu@gmail.com

Find us on Social Media!
We are continuing in our efforts in making a professional connection between current students and
alumni. One method of attempting to accomplish this is with social media. A Facebook and Linkedin
page have been created for the program and we are asking all members and alumni to join.
It is a great opportunity to stay connected with what is currently happening within the program and the
field, and to have a good model of what life after graduation from the program looks like. Please
spread the word and share with any alumni that you may come across!
Like/Follow us on

here:

https://www.facebook.com/NLUschoolpsychology/

Connect with us on

here:

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8448300
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Looking for Alumni
The National Louis University School Psychology program is currently building its Alumni Database
and we need help getting into contact with many of our alumni! If you are in contact with any alumni
from the program, please pass this newsletter to them!
In creating the alumni database, we hope to create a greater community between program alumni,
current students, and faculty. This will allow for increased networking amongst alumni, current
students, and faculty; and create opportunities for a continued education!
If YOU are alumni from the National Louis University School Psychology Program, we encourage you
to get in contact with us in order to help us.
You may reach out to us by simply connecting with us through LinkedIn via our new page here:
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8448300
-OREmail Angelica Kordecki at kordeckiangelica@gmail.com with your preferred contact information, or if
you have any questions or concerns regarding this process.
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