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WELCOME BACK!
Happy New Year everyone and welcome to 2019! Hope everyone enjoyed their
long winter break and is ready for the upcoming quarter!
The winter quarter is quite eventful with two annual conventions: Illinois School
Psychologist Association (ISPA) and National Association of School
Psychologists (NASP). Winter quarter also tends to be a course work heavy
term and requires lots of hard work! Second year students begin interviewing
for internships and interns prepare for job opportunities.

Fall Midwest MTSS Conference
Professor Mark R. Shinn, Ph.D. presented with a number of his colleagues at
the Midwest MTSS Conference on Trauma-Informed, Evidence-Based Practices
to Meet the Needs of Diverse Students in Naperville in November. Several NLU
students in their internship year volunteered at and attended the conference,
gaining valuable knowledge through training content in Trauma-Informed,
Evidenced-Based Practices, Diverse Communities, and the Law.

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Thursday,
January 31st–
Saturday,
February 2nd
ISPA Annual
Convention
@Springfield, IL
Tuesday,
February 26th–
Friday, March 1st
NASP Annual
Convention
@Atlanta, GA
Tues, Feb 26th,
Presentations by
Aleta Wurfel, and
Jennifer Cooper
Thurs, Feb 28th,
Presentations by
Jennifer Cooper,
and Faith Miller
Fri, March 1st,
Presentations by
Peter Lenz and
Jennifer Cooper

Questions, Comments, or Concerns about the Newsletter? Email aleta.wurfel@comcast.net

National Association of School Psychologists
NLU Presenters
Congratulations to everyone who has had their proposals accepted to present at the 2019 National
Association of School Psychologists (NASP) Annual Convention! This year again, there will be a
combination of both NLU faculty and students who will be presenting at the convention. Dates, times and
links of presentations are provided below. Please come show your support to your fellow peers and faculty!
Students
Aleta Wurfel and Jennifer Cooper – Knowledge is power: Manualized treatment options for
adolescents with depression (Paper Presentation)
Presenting- Tuesday, February 26, 5:00 PM–5:50 PM
Peter Lenz and Jennifer Cooper – Addressing the adolescent anxiety crisis: What should school
psychologists know (Paper Presentation)
Presenting- Friday, March 01, 4:00 PM–4:50 PM
Faculty
Jennifer Cooper and Faith Miller – Fostering university-school partnerships to reduce
anxiety-related impairment among elementary students (Paper Presentation)
Presenting- Thursday, February 28, 9:00 AM–9:50 AM

Illinois School Psychologist Association
NLU Presenters
Congratulations to those accepted to present at the 2019 Illinois School Psychologist Association
(ISPA) Annual Convention! Please come show your support to your fellow peers and faculty!
Ivelisse Negron, Christina Campbell, and Jennifer Cooper- The role of school psychologists in
creating trauma-sensitive schools. (Poster Presentation)
Presented by Jenna Santacaterina- Thursday, January 31st, 7:00-8:30pm

Student News
In November of 2018, School Psychology students from the Class of 2020 contacted Dr. Jennifer
Cooper with the goal of creating a Research and Publication Group for interested students
attending National Louis University, North Shore Campus. With delight, Dr. Cooper offered to be the
faculty advisor for the group, which held its first meeting on January 16, 2019. The group was created
to offer students a place to discuss research interests, find partners or groups to work with on
research activities and to help students learn various methods of achieving publication. Additionally,
the Research and Publication Group seeks to help students with their initiation and completion of
various research experiences via posters, literature reviews, or original research to name a
few. Although the group currently includes second year School Psychology students, it is open to
other School Psychology students interested in conducting research related to our
discipline. Presently, the Research and Publication Group is scheduled to meet monthly throughout
the academic year. For those interested in participating, the next meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 at 3:30p, North Shore Campus Room 475.
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Faculty News
Jennifer M. Cooper, Ph.D., was awarded the 2019 ISPA Practitioner Research Grant from the
Illinois School Psychologists Association to fund her research focusing on training school
psychologists and other school-based mental health professionals on trauma-informed care. Title:
Meeting the Needs of the Whole Student: Training School Psychologists to Deliver Trauma-Informed
Care. Objective: As explained in the abstract, nearly two in three children and adolescents have
experienced at least one Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE) and/or trauma. ACEs are typically
traumatic events that can have negative, lasting effects on health and well-being. Yet, many
educators and other professionals are still unaware of these children's complex needs and how to
meet them during the school day. The objective of this grant is to expand awareness of ACEs and
trauma in K-12 settings by training 25 Illinois school psychologists in trauma-informed care using
research-based interventions and assessments. You can read about the grant announcement in the
ISPA newsletter at School Psychology in Illinois SPII, Vol. 40, No. 1, December 2018.
Congratulations Dr. Cooper!
Jennifer M. Cooper, Ph.D. and Mark R. Shinn, Ph.D., will be presenting a poster titled Focusing on
“Big Ideas” in school psychology: Strategies to facilitate graduate student understanding at the
February 2019 annual meeting of the Trainers of School Psychologists in Atlanta, GA.

National Association of School Psychologists 2019 Annual Convention
NASP will be holding their annual convention on February 26, 2019 through March 1, 2019 in Atlanta, GA.
The NASP annual convention is the biggest event for the field of School Psychology that provides a variety
of professional development opportunities through presentations on various topics. Last year we had
several students and faculty attend NASP 2018 at Chicago. Let’s have another great turn-out!
Registration Dates
Registration is still open! Register by January 30th, 2019. Student cost: $114.
Flying to the Convention
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport (ATL) is located about 11 miles south of the
convention hotels and is easily accessible by rapid transit. Search early and often for the
best deal. Some booking engines also allow you to set up alerts when fares meet your
criteria.
Hotel Information
Take advantage of special savings on hotel rooms for convention attendees available
through the NASP Housing Center. All convention activities will take place at the Hyatt
Regency Atlanta and Atlanta Marriott Marquis. Sleeping rooms are available at special rates
for registered attendees. See roommate options presented in the SPO News section by the
NASP Delegates.
Housing Reservation Deadline: January 30, 2019
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Single
Double

$219
$229

Hyatt Regency Atlanta

Atlanta Marriott Marquis

265 Peachtree St. NE
Atlanta, GA 30303

265 Peachtree Center Ave.
Atlanta, GA 30303
$219
$229

NASP/Graduate Student Committee Initiatives and Opportunities:
Upcoming Graduate Student Webinars: In the next few weeks, the NASP Graduate Student Committee
will hold a webinar to help students prepare for the NASP 2019 Annual Convention (February 26–March
1, 2019, in Atlanta, GA).
• Scheduled for Monday, February 4, 8:00–9:00 p.m. EST, “What to Expect at the 2019 Annual
Convention” will inform first-time and veteran student attendees alike of what to expect at the
NASP 2019 Annual Convention. Prospective attendees must register.
Networking Opportunities: Upcoming networking opportunities are available to students through
NASP…
• Student Leader and Faculty Sponsor Networking Session (Thursday 2/28, 10:00–11:50 a.m. EST):
Come socialize with other program leaders, learn about NASP initiatives and resources, reflect on
the year thus far, and plan for next year! Both current and prospective Student Leaders are also
encouraged to attend. Join us in the Atrium/International Tower of the Hyatt Regency on
Conference Center Level LL3 in the Piedmont room.
• Are you not attending the convention? Connect with others in the field of school psychology
anytime, anywhere via NASP Communities. Check out the 44 current Communities and sign up to
join those that interest you.

Illinois School Psychologist Association 2019 Annual Convention
ISPA is holding their annual convention on January 31st, 2019 through February 2nd, 2019 in Springfield,
Illinois. This is the biggest convention in Illinois for School Psychologist and is an extremely important
event to attend for second year students who will be applying for internships and beginning their interview
process! It is also beneficial to current interns who will be looking for full-time positions. Districts from all
over Illinois are represented, as well as some out of state!
Even if you are not in looking for an internship or a job, it is still a good experience to gain some additional
education with professional development opportunities and to engage in some networking within the field.
Many students and faculty from other Illinois programs attend as well as other professionals in the field.
Students in the past have been able to find practicum placements and internship positions due to forming
connections at ISPA.
Second Year students are encouraged to attend the Job Placement Bureau, it will take place on Friday,
February 1st, 8am-12pm. When you arrive Friday morning, printouts of attending districts will be provided
and you can choose those you are interested in interviewing with. Bring copies of your one-page resume
and curriculum vitae you may be interested in sharing with sites. Good luck to all!
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NEWS FROM YOUR ISPA DELEGATE (Megan Meredith)
ISPA Annual Convention 2019: Positive Partnership With Purpose
The Winter ISPA Convention will be held in Springfield on January 31-February 2 at the Wyndham
Springfield City Centre, 700 E Adams St, Springfield, IL United States, 62701.
For check payment: MAIL completed form to ISPA Convention, Department 4651, Carol Stream, IL
60122-4651
For credit card payment: FAX completed form (847-864-7580)
Please note: Nonmember Student / Intern / Retiree rates are only available through FAX or MAIL.
Interviewing for an Internship at ISPA:
If you are interested in interviewing for an internship at ISPA, make sure you sign up for the Job
Placement Bureau when you register!
Job Placement Bureau
Job Placement Bureau will take place on Friday, February 1, from 8:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. Position
openings in internships and employment from around the state will be represented, and members will
have an opportunity to meet face to face with representatives from the many districts that attend.
Districts will have the opportunity to highlight their openings for all who are interested.
*NLU students interested in sharing Hotel Rooms and/or Carpooling can sign-up on the google
document! Please contact your ISPA delegate, Megan, for more details.
NEWS FROM YOUR NASP DELEGATES (Sarah Catalano & Megan Occhino)
Unlock Your Potential at the NASP 2019 Annual Convention!
This year’s convention in Atlanta (February 26–March 1, 2019) is quickly approaching!
Be sure to register by January 30 to receive the preconvention rate. You may also wish to sign up to
meet with a mentor in NASP’s Convention Mentor Program or to serve as a mentor, yourself, by
meeting with an undergraduate mentee at the convention (contact Dr. Vega to learn more).
If you are planning to attend the convention, mark your calendar for the following activities and
sessions:
Networking...
•

Graduate Student Welcome (Tuesday 2/26, 4:00–5:30 p.m. EST): This meeting will offer an
opportunity to socialize with other graduate students, learn about NASP and what NASP has to
offer you, and strategize for making the most of convention!

•

Graduate Student Outing (Wednesday 2/27, 7:00–9:00 p.m. EST): Come meet fellow school
psychologists-in-training at the Graduate Student Outing! We will meet in the lobby of the
Marriott Marquis at 6:50 p.m. to walk to Tin Lizzy’s Cantina, a local watering hole serving
FlexMex cuisine that’s about a 3-min walk from the convention hotels.
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Expanding your Horizons...
•

Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) Panel (Tuesday 2/26, 2:00–2:50 p.m.
EST): Curious about the BCBA(-D) credential? This panel, featuring three school psychologists
with BCBAs, will provide an overview of the credential and its relevance to the practice of school
psychology.

•

Many Faces of School Psychologists (Friday 3/1, 2:00–2:50 p.m. EST): This presentation will
feature panelists who were traditionally trained as school psychologists but now work in other
areas. Come learn more about the road less traveled!

Maximizing Fieldwork Experiences...
•

Supervision Practitioner Conversation (Friday 3/1, 2:00–2:50 p.m. EST): Join us for an
interactive discussion around ways of making the most of supervised practicum experiences.

•

“Know Your Role” Supervision Panel (Friday 3/1, 3:00–3:50 p.m. EST): Come learn more
about NASP’s standards for supervision and gain practical tips for enhancing supervision
experiences and supervisory relationships.

Note: Please confirm the date and time of sessions onsite at the convention, as sessions are subject
to change without notice.
NASP Resource Spotlight: Roadmap to the Convention
Attending professional conferences offers important opportunities for professional development and
networking. Whether you’re getting ready to travel to the NASP 2019 Annual Convention or another
conference, early preparations and strategic planning are key. Presenting at the convention?
Congratulations on your session’s acceptance! Consult the September 2018 Student Connections
column in Communiqué to review tips for preparing your presentation. Then, review this checklist for
preparing paper and mini-skills presentations and this checklist for preparing poster presentations.
Best of luck!

Job Opportunities
Valley View School District 365U (Bolingbrook/Romeoville) will be looking to hire at minimum four
school psychologists for next school year.
Recent NLU school psychology graduate, Angie Duggar’s district in the northwest suburbs
(Elgin/Burlington) is hiring a school psychologist for the 2018-2019 school year. You can reach out
to Angie if interested.
West Chicago School District 33 is hiring school psychologists at the Pre-K, Elementary, and
Middle School levels. You can apply online.
Elmwood Park Community Unit School District 401 has one school psychologist opening
available starting immediately. You can apply online.
Batavia Public School District will be hiring a 1.0 FTE school psychologist position at the
elementary school level starting in the fall of the 2018-19 school year. Interested applicants should
apply online.
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Sandwich Community Unit School District #430 is adding a part-time position for next school year!
Interested applicants can apply online and can reach out to Dr. Molly McDade for more information.

Internship Opportunities
West Aurora School District 129 is hiring 2 interns for the 2019-2020 school year. Interested
applicants may apply to Lisa Rausch, Assistant Director of Special Education, lrausch@sd129.org
and/or Jackie Waldvogel, Private Placement Coordinator, jwaldvogel@sd129.org.
Northwest Special Education Cooperative in Elizabeth, IL is hiring a school psychology intern for
the 2019-2020 school year. Interested applicants may apply to Tracy Dahl at
tracy.dahl@nwseonline.com. Interested applicants can also stop by their booth at ISPA!

Find us on Social Media!
We are continuing in our efforts in making a professional connection between current students and
alumni. One method of attempting to accomplish this is with social media. A Facebook and Linkedin
page have been created for the program and we are asking all members and alumni to join.
It is a great opportunity to stay connected with what is currently happening within the program and the
field, and to have a good model of what life after graduation from the program looks like. Please
spread the word and share with any alumni that you may come across!
Like/Follow us on

here:

https://www.facebook.com/NLUschoolpsychology/
Connect with us on

here:

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8448300

Looking for Alumni
The National Louis University School Psychology program is currently building its Alumni Database
and we need help getting into contact with many of our alumni! If you are in contact with any alumni
from the program, please pass this newsletter to them!
In creating the alumni database, we hope to create a greater community between program alumni,
current students, and faculty. This will allow for increased networking amongst alumni, current
students, and faculty; and create opportunities for a continued education!
If YOU are alumni from the National Louis University School Psychology Program, we encourage you
to get in contact with us in order to help us.
You may reach out to us by simply connecting with us through LinkedIn via our new page here:
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8448300
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