FACULTY SENATE

July 15, 2009

MINUTES

Present:  Tim Collins, Barbara Evans (via phone), Seema Imam, Pam James, Renee Judd (via phone), Rebecca Lake, Phillip Moulden (via phone), Jim Nowotarski, Brian Reynolds (via phone), David San Filippo (via phone), Kathy Sheridan (via phone) 

Guests: Kent Kay, George Litman, Carol Melnick, Rob Morrison, Kathy Walsh

Approval of Minutes 

David San Filippo moved to approve the minutes of the June 2009 meeting; Brian Reynolds seconded the motion.

Tim Collins requested a correction be added to the section about SATC’s report.  “Blackboard maintains that it is 508 compliant.  There are a number of procedures for faculty to follow to be compliant and there needs to be training for faculty re this.”

President’s Report and Provost’s Report -

Interim President George Litman gave a combined President’s Report and Provost’s Report.

The Presidential search has begun.  A search firm has been hired and the search committee selected.  Dr. Litman pointed out that search committees are appointed and not elected.

University Leadership Council (ULC) members have been selected/elected.  The first meeting of this organization will occur in September.  In his role as Interim President, Dr. Litman plans on using this group in as many advisory areas as possible.  He envisions ad hoc groups being formed to work on specific projects and then be disbanded when their work is completed rather than individuals being committed to three-year terms on a committee.

Financial Report -

Kent Kay reported that the books for this fiscal year are being closed.  More revenues than expenses have been recorded but the revenues have been less than anticipated.

A university-wide conflict of interest policy still needs to be adopted.

Jim Nowotarski suggested that CIO Mike Cavanagh be invited to attend a Senate meeting to answer questions Senate has on technology issues.

Old Business –

Carol Melnick and Rebecca Lake presented the SAPC end-of-year report.  Dr. Melnick thanked Kathryn Miller for her work as SAPC Chair.  The Library needs to elect a member for the upcoming year.

The Educational Psychology Program Review was also submitted on behalf of SAPC.

New Business –

Rob Morrison discussed the Task Force on Institutional Repositories.  The NLU library needs copies of dissertations and theses.  What is published?  Where should it go?  What are the requirements for theses to be published?

Kathy Walsh pointed out that it appears that NLU is not a scholarship institution because no student papers are easily available or on record.  It is important to show NLU’s contribution to scholarship.  This needs to be a coordinated decision through the academics.  Another question is whether there needs to be a paper copy or can it be digital only?

Dr. Lake moved that the Senate send a request to the Provost’s Office inviting the Interim Provost to attend a Doctoral Advisory Group meeting to begin work on this issue.  Pam James seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

In other new business, the University Leadership Council will hold its first meeting the first day of Connection from 10:00 – 12:00.  AQIP projects will be discussed at this time.  Seema Imam will co-chair this group with Carol Melnick.

Dr. Imam presented a list of people to be considered to serve on the ULC.  Jim Nowotarski moved to accept the names and the process of choosing who will serve.  Barb Evans seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

It was announced that the update of intellectual policy guidelines will be finalized by the fall.

Dr. Lake stated that the Senate needs a liaison on the OASIS committee and recommended Tim Collins.

Dr. Lake moved to adjourn the meeting; Dr. James seconded the motion.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathryn Osen
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