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Introduction


The Center for Learning (CFL) is the in-house clinical training site for the School Psychology Program at National-Louis University (NLU).  Students in the Specialist and Doctoral programs complete a year-long clinical placement in the CFL to acquire experience working with students, individuals, and families.  Some CFL training experience involves diagnostic assessment and intervention for individuals experiencing learning challenges.  Students also participate in projects geared to promote family-school-community activities and work with diverse populations of people. In addition to training, the CFL functions as a community service facility.  Diagnostic and intervention services for children, youth, and adults are offered on a fee for service, sliding scale basis.  The following is a summary of the CFL’s graduate training activities and special projects. 
Graduate Training: Assessment & Intervention

Advanced graduate students participate in clinical training experiences in the CFL.  The students distribute their experiences with clients in the CFL over the year allowing them flexibility in meeting their practicum requirements.  Each student works with a combination of adults and children experiencing learning problems.  Such clientele often request diagnostic educational assessments. Students also receive supervision and practice in counseling and academic interventions with their clients.  Finally, students use the CFL’s library of test materials and resources for their other classes and in field placement sites.
Family Literacy Project



The CFL partners with the Family Center, a program offering of the local school district, to offer a multicultural program promoting literacy and values.   The Family Center is a model family resource program providing parental support, education, and training.  Program activities build on the strengths and traditions of families while emphasizing the value of caring, capable, and competent parenting. The Family Literacy project teaches undereducated parents to facilitate their children’s social skills development while both parents and children learn to read and write.  The goal of participation in this project is to promote family literacy and enhance the development of young children by strengthening the collective family, empowering parents, and encouraging early learning for children, in order to create a community of life long learners.  Graduate students learn how to promote home-school-community relationships, how to work with families with diverse characteristics and backgrounds, and how to work with parents to teach them how to promote reading and social literacy with their children.

PACE Project


The CFL partners with the Professional Assistant Center for Education (PACE) program to create meaningful learning experiences for the graduate students.  The PACE Program is a specialized college level certification program for students with severe learning disabilities who would otherwise not have an opportunity to attend college.  School psychology students participating in the PACE Project are paired with a PACE student to conduct a contextual assessment to assess that student’s functioning in real-life situations.  Information from this evaluation is used to create a Transition plan for the PACE student, as well as to scaffold the PACE student’s portfolio creation.  School psychology students work together in small groups to research, generate interview questions, develop observations, and then to create rubrics to assess the PACE student in terms of future independent living. The objectives of this project are to conduct an ecological assessment with the goal of learning how the PACE student understands and functions in the various domains of his/her life.  Lastly, but perhaps most importantly, the school psychology student’s experience in partnering with a PACE student helps the school psychology student shape his/her perspective of working with a person with disabilities.

Focus on Bonds Project

Graduate students work with parent participants from the Family Center, mentioned above, teaching them how to promote healthy family relationships and augment child development through the use of Theraplay techniques.  The Theraplay Institute provides basic instruction in the use of Theraplay techniques and principles. The Theraplay® Institute’s mission is to build strong families and emotionally healthy children and adults through training, treatment, advocacy and research. The Theraplay Institute partners with the CFL in training in the Theraplay model for mental health professionals at the Intermediate and Advanced levels.    The CFL graduate students pair together as co-facilitators to work one-to-one with a parent and child over a period of five sessions, modeling and teaching the parent playful ways to enhance their young child’s development.
A multicultural literature program promoting literacy and values is explored.  This approach teaches undereducated parents to facilitate their children's social skills development while both learn to read and write.
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